Pretesting New Antimalarial Drug Policy Hand-out

Introduction:

The DISH Project will be pre-testing a new antimalarial drug policy handout  in Luwero District.  The pretest will be conducted on a range of health workers working at a variety of health facilities.  At least sixteen health professionals, a mix of doctors, nurses, midwives, clinical officers, and nursing aids, will read the hand-out thoroughly and will then answer questions on their comprehension and their opinions.  

Pretesting the New Antimalarial Drug Policy Hand-out
Objective:

To find out whether the Antimalarial Drug Policy Information hand-out conveys Malarial treatment messages which are clear, convincing, understandable, believable and acceptable.

Methodology:

Two interviewers will individually interview a variety of health workers at a minimum of two health facilities each or four sites total.  Each interviewer should question the following number and variety of health workers:

· 2 doctors

· 6 nurses or midwives

· 4 clinical officers

· 4 nursing aides

There are three questions that should be asked to each health worker prior to them reading the handout.  These questions should then be asked a second time at the end of the interview.  After the initial pre-interview questions, each health worker will review the entire hand-out before answering the remaining questions.  They then should be asked the remaining questions about the hand-out.  Encourage them to expand upon their answers and provide additional comments or concerns.

Pretesting New Antimalarial Drug Policy Hand-out

Greet the people as follows:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me. My name is _________________________. We are from the Delivery of  Improved Services for Health (DISH) II Project. The Ministry of Health is in the process of producing an Antimalarial Drug Policy Handout, and they would like your help to make it the best and most beneficial possible. Please take some time to read through this handout and then I will ask you some questions.  Please relax, and feel free to ask any questions you would like to ask.

Before reading the handout, ask the respondent the following questions:

1. What medication would you give a 6 month old baby who has a fever?

2. What is the recommended second-line treatment for children with complicated malaria?

3.   What are the signs of complicated malaria in children?

After they have read the entire handout, ask the following questions about the front cover and back cover pages:

1.  What did you think of this handout?  (eg.  informative, boring, difficult to understand, etc.)

2.  What are the major topics of this handout?

3.  What, if any, information or instructions did you not understand in the handout?

4.  Was this handout telling you to do anything differently?  If so, what?

5.  Will you follow the advice in this handout?  If so, what advise will you follow?  If not, why not?

6.  What information or concerns were not touched upon in the handout that you feel are important to improve it?

After they have discussed the cover pages, ask them to open the handout.  Ask them the following questions about this portion of the handout:

1.  What do you think of this reference poster?

2.  How would you use this poster?

3.  In the first table, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?

4.  How will the first table help you when caring for patients?  

5.  In the second table, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?

6.  How will the second table help you when caring for patients? 

7.  In the third table and section, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?

8. How will the third table and section help you when caring for patients?

After asking all these questions, ask:

1. What medication would you give a 6 month old baby who has a fever?

2.  What is the recommended second-line treatment for children with complicated malaria?

3.   What are the signs of complicated malaria in children?

Instrument for Recording Results of the Antimalarial Drug Policy Hand-out Pretest

Location of Interview:______________________________________
Date:__________ Language of Interview: ____________

Name of Interviewer:______________________________________
Occupation:_______________            Sex:_______ 

Questions to ask before and after reading the newsletter:

	QUESTION
	BEFORE
	AFTER

	1.What medication would you give a 6 month old baby who has a fever?


	
	

	2. What is the recommended second-line treatment for children with complicated malaria?


	
	

	3. What are the signs of complicated malaria in children?


	
	


Questions to ask about the cover pages:

	Question
	Response
	Interviewer comments 

	1. What did you think of this handout?  (eg.  informative, boring, difficult to understand, etc.)


	
	

	2. What are the major topics of this handout?


	
	

	3. What, if any, information or instructions did you not understand in the handout?


	
	

	4. Was this handout telling you to do anything differently?  If so, what?

	
	

	5. Will you follow the advice in this handout?  If so, what advise will you follow?  If not, why not?
	
	

	6. What information or concerns were not touched upon in the handout that you feel are important to improve it?


	
	


Questions to ask about inside page:

	1.  What do you think of this reference poster?


	
	

	2.  Will you hang this section on your wall for reference and refer to it when treating malaria in children?  Why or why not?
	
	

	3.  In the first table, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?
	
	

	4.  How will the first table help you when caring for patients?
	
	

	5.  In the second table, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?
	
	

	6.  How will the second table help you when caring for patients?


	
	

	7.  In the third table and section, was there anything unclear or confusing to you?  If so, what?
	
	

	8.  How will the third table and section help you when caring for patients?


	
	


