Pretesting TV drama series Rough Cuts

The DISH II Project is producing a 13-part half-hour television drama series with health messages.   In order to test the audience’s comprehension of the main health messages and the acceptability and appeal of the programmes, the DISH II Project will pretest a rough cut of each programme among male and female audience panels in Kampala.

Pretesting methodology:  Each programme will be pretested among focus groups of mothers and fathers in Kampala.  The respondents will have these characteristics

1. Men 20 – 35 years old who are fluent in English, frequently watch television, and who are not health workers.

2. Women 20 – 35 years old who fluent in English, frequently watch television, and who are not health workers.

During pretesting, male interviewers will lead discussions with male respondents and female interviewers will lead discussions with female respondents.  All responses will be recorded in writing during the discussions and later written up as a report.  The report will indicate whether opinions and responses were shared by most, some or a few of the respondents.

For each group, the moderator will first show the video, which lasts approximately 25 minutes.

Following the video, the moderator will lead a discussion among the focus group participants, and will record their reactions and suggestions on the attached recording format.

Pretest Questions
INTRODUCTION:  Good morning (afternoon), my name is _______________ and this is my colleague _____________.  We work for the Delivery of Improved Services for Health (DISH) Project.  The DISH Project is producing a series of  television programmes which we would like to share with you for your comments.  The purpose of this exercise is to learn whether or not these programmes are entertaining, can be understood, and what, if anything, you learn from them.  Please feel comfortable.  There are no right or wrong answers.  We encourage you to give us your honest opinions.

Before showing the video, ask the following questions:

1. What is the number one reason for miscarriages in Uganda?

2. How can a woman prevent malaria during pregnancy?

3. What should a pregnant woman do if she has a fever?

Then, show the video.  After the video, ask the following questions and record the respondents’ comments on the forms provided. 

QUESTIONS:

1. What was this TV programme about?  

2. Who do you think this TV programme was made for?  Describe the person (male/female; urban/rural; educated/not educated; young/old).

3. Was there anything in this TV programme that was difficult to understand?  If so, what?

4. Do you think there was anything in this TV programme that people in your community would find offensive?  If so, what?

5. How did you feel about the programme?  Was it humorous?  Serious?  Entertaining?  Dramatic?

6. Did you think anything in this programme was difficult to believe?  If so, what?

7. Was this TV programme telling you to do something?  If so, what?

8. How could we improve this programme?

9. Do you have any other comments or questions?

10. What is the number one reason for miscarriages in Uganda?

11. How can a woman prevent malaria during pregnancy?

12. What should a pregnant woman do if she has a fever?

PRETESTING TV PROGRAMME ROUGH CUT

DATE:  _________________________



LOCATION:  _____________________________________________

NUMBER OF PROGRAMME:  _______________________________


DISTRICT:  ______________________

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS:  _________________________________


MALE    FEMALE     (circle one)

ASK THESE QUESTIONS BEFORE SHOWING THE VIDEO, AND AGAIN AFTER THE VIDEO:

	QUESTION
	ANSWERS BEFORE
	ANSWERS AFTER

	1. What is the number one reason for miscarriages in Uganda?


	
	

	 2.  How can a woman prevent malaria during pregnancy?


	
	

	3.  What should a pregnant woman do if she has a fever?


	
	

	NUMBER OF PROGRAMME:  (Circle one)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11 12  13



	QUESTION
	RESPONSE (please indicate approximate number who made response)

	1. What was this TV programme about?  


	

	2. Who do you think this TV programme was made for?  Describe the person (male/female, urban/rural, educated/not educated, young/old) 


	

	NAME OF PROGRAMME:  (Circle one)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13



	3. Was there anything in this TV programme that was difficult to understand?  If so, what?
	

	4. Do you think there was anything in this TV programme that people in your community would find offensive?  If so, what?


	

	NAME OF PROGRAMME:  (Circle one)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13

	4.  How did you feel about the programme? Was it humorous?  Serious?  Entertaining?  Dramatic?


	

	6. Did you think anything in this programme was difficult to believe?  If so, what?
	

	NAME OF PROGRAMME:  (Circle one)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13

	7. Was this TV programme telling you to do something?  If so, what?


	

	8.  How could we improve this programme?
	

	NAME OF PROGRAMME:  (Circle one)  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13

	9.  Do you have any other comments or questions?
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